Ordinance No. 2009-25-197

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-25-197

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF MIAMI GARDENS, FLORIDA, ESTABLISHING A
REIMBURSEMENT PROCEDURE FOR ELECTED
OFFICIALS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 2.6 OF
THE CITY'S CHARTER; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION OF
REPRESENTATIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN
CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE;
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN CODE; PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, section 2.6 of the City’s Charter provides that elected officials
and authorized employees of the City are to receive reimbursement in
accordance with applicable law or as may be otherwise provided by Ordinance,
for authorized expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties limited
to no more than $1,200.00 per month, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with section 2.6 of the City’s Charter, the City
Council deems it appropriate to enact an Ordinance regarding the reimbursement
of authorized expenses,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MIAMI GARDENS, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. ADOPTION OF REPRESENTATIONS: The foregoing
Whereas paragraphs are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true, and the same
are hereby made a specific part of this Ordinance.

Section2. EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT PROCEDURES: The City
Council for the City of Miami Gardens hereby establishes the following

reimbursement procedures in accordance with Section 2.6 of the City of Miami

Gardens' Chatrter:
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In accordance with Section 2.6 of the City of Miami Gardens’ Charter, the
following elected officials of the City shall be entitled to be reimbursed for expenses

incurred in the performance of their official duties as follows:

(A) City Council Expenditures. Elected officials of the City shall be entitied to
be reimbursed in an amount not to exceed $1,200.00 per month for
expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties, in
accordance with an annual budget to be approved by the City Council.
In no event shall an elected official be reimbursed from amounts
allocated for future months. However, elected officials shall not be
prohibited from being reimbursed from unexpended amounts from past
months within the same fiscal year. Elected Official shall not exceed an
annual expense reimbursement of $14,400.00 per fiscal year.

Section 3. CONFLI‘CT: All ordinances or Code provisions in conflict
herewith are hereby repealed.

Section 4. SEVERABILITY: If any section, subsection, sentence,
clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be
deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall
not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

Section 5. INCLUSION IN CODE: It is the intention of the City
Council of the City of Miami Gardens that the provisions of this Ordinance shall
become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Miami
Gardens and that the section of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered
and the word “Ordinance” may be changed to “Chapter,” “Section,” “Article” or
such other appropriate word or phrase, the use of which shall accomplish the

intentions herein expressed.
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Section 6. EFFECTIVE DATE: This Ordinance shall become effective
immediately upon its final passage.

PASSED ON FIRST READING ON THE 8" DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2009.

ADOPTED AND PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MIAMI GARDENS AT ITS REGULAR MEETING HELD ON THE 215" DAY OF

SEPTEMBER, 2009.

ASHIRLEY GIBSON/MAYOR

ATTEST:

Ko, Ll

RONETTA TAYLORAIMC, CITY CLERK

Prepared by SONJA KNIGHTON DICKENS, ESQ.
City Attorney

SPONSORED BY: Danny Crew, City Managerr

Moved by: Counciiman Bratton
Second by: Vice Mayor Gilbert
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VOTE: 6-1

Mayor Shirley Gibson

Vice Mayor Oliver Gilbert Ill
Councilman Melvin L. Bratton
Councilman Aaron Campbell
Councilman Andre’ Williams
Councilwoman Sharon Pritchett
Councilwoman Barbara Watson

X__(Yes)
X (Yes)
X _(Yes)
X__ (Yes)
X (Yes)

(Yes)
X__(Yes)
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—(No)
—(No)
_(No)
— (No)
—_(No)
— X (No)
— (No)
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIAMI GARDENS, FLORIDA, ESTABLISHING A
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Staff Summary:

Section 2.6 of the City’s Charter provides that elected officials and authorized employees of the City are to receive
reimbursement in accordance with applicable law or as may be otherwise provided by Ordinance, for authorized
expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties limited to no more than $1,200.00 per month.

Nowhere in the Charter does it better define this procedure, although it does say that City Council can
provide for rules by ordinance. The attached ordinance provides those guidelines. The main difference
from current procedures is that unspent, budgeted funds are carried forward. The ordinance still
prohibits the Council from receiving reimbursement using future allocations.

Recommendation:

That City Council approve the Ordinance on second reading.
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