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Short Title: 
ORDINANCE NO.   

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIAMI GARDENS, FLORIDA AMENDING THE CITY’S LAND 
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS (LDRS) AS ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2010-10-218; AMENDING SECTION 34-45, 
“DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE’; AMENDING SECTION 34-47, “GRANTING OF VARIANCES AND WAIVERS”; 
AMENDING SECTION 34-59, ALTERATION OR ENLARGEMENT OF NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE; AMENDING 
SECTION 34-62, “VESTED RIGHTS”; AMENDING SECTION 34-97, “IMPACT FEES”; AMENDING SECTION 34-219 “DESIGN 
STANDARDS”; AMENDING SECTION 34-227, “EXCAVATIONS”; AMENDING SECTION 34-287 “USE REGULATIONS, 
GENERALLY”; AMENDING SECTION 34-288 “USES PERMITTED WITH EXTRA REQUIREMENTS”; AMENDING SECTION 
34-310 “ACCESSORY STRUCTURES”; AMENDING SECTION 34-311, “ACCESSORY USE TABLE”; AMENDING SECTION 
34-312, “ADDITIONAL STANDARDS; AMENDING SEC. 34-389- COMMERCIAL, RECREATIONAL, BOAT, VESSEL PARKING 
IN RESIDENTIALLY ZONED PROPERTY RESTRICTED”; AMENDING SEC.34-390- COMMERCIAL, RECREATIONAL, BOAT 
VESSEL PARKING IN INDUSTRIAL ZONED PROPERTIES RESTRICTED”; AMENDING 34-432, “TABLE 1 DEVELOPMENT 
STANDARDS”; AMENDING SECTION 34-439 “IN GENERAL”; AMENDING 34-444 “LANDSCAPING, BUFFERING MINIMUM 
STANDARDS; AMENDING 34-445 “EXTRA STANDARDS, EXCEPTIONS;  AMENDING SECTION 34-652, “SIGNS 
PERMITTED WITHOUT SIGN PERMIT”; AMENDING SECTION 34-670 “PROHIBITED SIGNS”; AMENDING SECTION 34-733, 
“MASTER USE LIST DEFINITIONS”; MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HERETO AS EXHIBIT “A;” PROVIDING FOR THE 

ITEM 9-A) ORDINANCE 
SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING 
Amendments to the City Land Development 
Regulation
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ADOPTION OF REPRESENTATIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Staff Summary: 
 
Background  
 
At  the  meeting  on  February  2,  2011,  the  City  Council  adopted  the  amendments  to  the  Land  Development 
Regulations  (LDRs) on  first  reading. This process started at  the meeting on April 7, 2010 when  the City Council 
adopted  the  Land Development  Regulations  (LDRs) with  direction with  direction  to  staff  to  address  concerns 
raised  during  that  public  hearing  by  numerous  attorneys  and  property  owners,  referred  to  as  “stakeholders” 
herein. Staff  returned  to Council on  July 7, 2010 with  recommendations  for amendments  to  the  LDRs. Council 
deferred those LDR amendments to allow staff and stakeholders to address additional concerns, in particular the 
landscape/buffer and knee‐wall requirements.  
 
Current Situation  
 
As  approved  on  first  reading  by  Council,  the  proposed  LDR  amendments  (Exhibit  “A”)  have  incorporated 
numerous suggestions made by stakeholders derived over the course of several workshops with Staff.   
 
The following are the dates of the workshops and a summary of the items discussed: 
 

• October 6, 2010 Workshop: The staff presentation focused on landscape and knee‐wall requirements. The 
presentation is attached as Exhibit “B.”  

o Stakeholders  questioned  how  the  landscape  requirements  could  be  imposed  on  existing 
development without disrupting existing site plans and causing expensive redevelopment.  

o Administrative  Guidelines  will  establish  standard  operating  procedures  and  criteria  when 
imposing the new landscape requirements upon existing development. 

• October 20, 2010 Workshop: Staff provided: 
o Additional text amendments including phased landscape implementation similar to signage.   
o Draft Administrative Guidelines including cost cap guidelines. See attached Exhibit “C.” 

• November 17, 2010 Workshop:  
o All agreed to use the term Certificate of Landscape “Conformity” instead of “Nonconformity.” 
o Limit the height of knee walls for safety but allow new development to match existing knee walls 

already in existence. Also, the knee‐wall requirement was lessened for existing development. 
• December 15, 2010 Workshop: Draft LDR amendments were provided.  

o Outside  storage  provisions  for  industrial  areas  need  to  insure  that  pallets  and  similar  objects 
utilized for loading will not be construed as outside storage of merchandise.  

• January  19,  2011 Workshop:  Draft  LDR  amendments  and  Administrative Guidelines were  provided  to 
stakeholders on June 11. The only additional changes suggested by the stakeholders were as follows. 

o Several minor  recommended  LDR  changes  included  changing  the  effective  date  for  landscape 
conformity to March 1, 2011 instead of initial adoption of the LDRs on April 7, 2010.  
 

Proposed Action: 
 
City Staff recommends Council approval on second reading of the Ordinance amending the Land Development 
Regulations. 
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Attachments: 
 

• Exhibit “A”, Proposed Amendments to the Land Development Regulations 


































