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Short Title: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIAMI GARDENS, FLORIDA, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 34, ARTICLE XI, GENERALIZED SCHEDULE OF PERMITTED USES RELATING TO 
FARMER’S MARKETS, USES PERMITTED WITH EXTRA REQUIREMENTS, SPECIAL EXCEPTION USES 
AND PROHIBITED USES OF THE CITY’S LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS; AMENDING 
SECTION 34-287(TABLE 1), USE REGULATIONS, GENERALLY; AMENDING SECTION 34-288(33),USES 
PERMITTED WITH EXTRA REQUIREMENTS; AMENDING SECTION 34-733, MASTER USE LIST AND 
USE DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION OF REPRESENTATIONS; REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION 
IN CODE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (SPONSORED BY THE CITY MANAGER) 

Staff Summary: 
 
 

QUASI-JUDICIAL ZONING HEARING 
ITEM N-1) ORDINANCE 
SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING 
Farmer's Markets 
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Background  
 
At the March 27, 2013 City Council meeting the Ordinance was passed on first reading. 
 
On April 11, 2010 the City adopted the Land Development Regulations (LDRs) to regulate and govern the land 
development and zoning of the City. Prior to that adoption, the City relied on the Miami-Dade County Zoning 
Code. Extensive public participation, knowledge, and time was spent on the preparation of the LDRs to reflect and 
encourage the City’s economic growth opportunities and to adopt regulations that would minimize the impacts of 
incompatible uses and protect residential areas from intrusion of incompatible and nuisance uses. The City in 2010 
adopted a Special Events Ordinance which addressed the requests for temporary, one time, or special uses that 
could not be authorized by the City’s LDRs due to the temporary or special nature of the uses being requested. 
Utilizing these ordinances in conjunction, the City has been able to authorize both permanent and temporary uses. 
 
Current Situation  
 
There has been a steady increase in the request for “farmer’s markets” under our Special Events Ordinance. More 
recently, certain requests are for more than a one time or special event; but increasingly for the establishment of a 
permanent farmer’s market use that would operate on a regular basis. The City’s LDRs regulate the establishment 
of permanent uses.  
 
The LDRs define a “farmer’s market/produce stand” as “Any portable establishment for the retail sale of locally 
grown fresh produce, fruit, and vegetables and food products derived from such produce, fruit and vegetables”, 
and allows the farmer’s market as a permitted use in the AU-Agricultural District and the TCO-Town Center 
Overlay as a special exception. There are also certain conditions imposed on the use for the establishment of a 
farmer’s market. 
 
Farmer’s markets are an emerging use building on the trend of healthy eating and promoting a healthy lifestyle. 
Farmer’s markets typically and traditionally were only located or could be found on agricultural properties; the use 
has found its’ way as a common retail/commercial activity located in urban areas. For the City to bring the farmer’s 
market use into the urban areas and out of the agricultural areas to make them more accessible to residents and 
more feasible for operators, amendments to the LDRs are being proposed. Those amendments are summarized 
below: 
 

1. Allow farmer’s markets to be established in all zoning districts, except that they would only be permitted 
on properties developed with non-residential uses with site areas of 20 acres or more.  Farmer’s markets 
would not be allowed on residentially developed properties. 

2. Conditions must be met for the establishment of the farmer’s market, which would include the City’s 
administrative guidelines for the issuance of a zoning permit for farmer’s markets which would impose 
more detail and specific conditions on the use to assure adequate parking is provided, and off-site impacts 
are minimized. 

3. The definition of “farmer’s market” has been expanded to be more comprehensive and representative of the 
anticipated use and operation. 

 
Analysis 
 
The proposed amendments would allow the establishment of farmer’s markets in all zoning districts but only on 
properties developed with non-residential uses and site areas of 20 acres or more subject to conditions. The 
inclusion of the farmer’s market use on properties not just zoned agriculture is consistent with one of the goals of 
the LDRs by encouraging economic development and capitalizing on economic opportunities for the City to the 
benefit of all residents. 
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Proposed Action: 
 
Recommend adoption of the Ordinance.  
 
 
Attachments: 

 EXHIBIT “A” - Amendments to Chapter 34, Article XI, Generalized Schedule of Permitted Uses, Uses 
Permitted with Extra Requirements, Special Exception Uses and Prohibited Uses of City of Miami Gardens 
Land Development Regulations 
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EXHIBIT “A”  

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY’S LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

NOTE: additions are indicated with underline; omissions are indicated by strikeout. 

ARTICLE IX. ‐ GENERALIZED SCHEDULE OF PERMITTED USES, USES PERMITTED WITH EXTRA REQUIREMENTS, SPECIAL 

EXCEPTION USES AND PROHIBITED USES. 

Sec. 34‐287. ‐ Use regulations, generally. 

LEGEND  
"P" means the use is permitted in the corresponding zoning district.  
"SE" means the use is subject to special exception approval requirements and procedures.  
□ means the use is prohibited in the corresponding zoning district  
* See additional requirements and criteria for specific uses set forth in section 34-288 and master use list, 
appendix A in section 34-733. 

Table 1: Permitted Uses 

Zoning 
Districts/Uses 

R-1 R-2 R-15, 
R-25, 
R-50 

NC PCD TCO 
(§ 34-474 

OF I-1 I-2 PD AU GP 

Agricultural Type Uses 

 Farms—
produce, 
livestock 

□ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ P □ 

 Greenhouses—
nurseries, 
retail 

□ □ □ P P □ □ □ □ □ P □ 

 Outdoor 
storage—
agriculture* 
(No extra 
standard in 
section 9-20) 

□ □ □ □ □ □ □ P P □ P □ 

 Packing 
facilities—
small* 
(No extra 
standard in 
section 9-20) 

□ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ P □ 

 Produce stand, 
farmers 
market* 

□P* □P* □P* □P* □P* SEP* □P* □P* □P* □P* P* □P* 

 Packing 
facilities—
large* 

□ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ SE □ 

 Seed drying 
facility 

□ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ P □ 

 Urban 
agricultural 
gardens* 

SE SE SE SE SE SE □ □ □ □ P □ 

 Wineries, 
vineyards* 

□ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ P □ 
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Sec. 34‐288. ‐ Uses permitted with extra requirements. 

(33) 

Produce stand, farmers market. 

a. 

Permit. A valid permit shall be obtained from the city to operate any temporary 

produce stand a farmer’s market. Permits shall be valid for 30 days six (6) months, 

and may only be issued to up to four times a year to the same property. Permit fees 

shall be established by a Resolution of the City Council. 

1. The City, through it’s Administrative Official, reserves the right to refuse to issue 

or to revoke any permit granted herein, in the event a determination is made that 

the permittee(s) has not complied with any of the rules or regulations provided 

herein, has violated any of the City’s Code and Ordinances, or if it is deemed to 

be in the best interest of the City and it’s residents.  Any such violations of the 

rules and regulations provided for herein shall immediately deem the permit 

revoked.  

2. The City shall also have the immediate right, through the Miami Gardens Police 

Department, to close any establishment that has been granted a permit and the 

permittee(s) release both the City and the Miami Gardens Police Department 

from any and all liability with respect to that matter.  

b. 

Parking. Onsite parking shall be provided. Location. Farmer’s markets may only be 

permitted on properties developed with non-residential uses, with minimum site area 

of 20 acres or more; the Administrative Official shall have sole discretion to 

disapprove a property for the establishment of a farmer’s market  if it is determined 

that the impacts of the use would be detrimental to the surrounding properties and 

not beneficial to the health and welfare of the City. 

c. 

Minimum distances. All principal and accessory structures shall be set back a 

minimum of 50 feet from any intersection.  

d.c. 

Hours. The temporary produce stand will be permitted to operate during the following 

hours: 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Farmer’s markets shall only operate during the hours of 

8:00am to 4:00pm Saturdays and Sundays and legal national holidays. 

 

d. Exception. Produce stands/farmer’s markets may be permitted on City owned properties 

subject to approval of the Administrative Official. City-initiated farmer’s markets are exempt 

from the terms of this article so long as they are on City-owned property. 

Sec. 34-733. - Master use list and use definitions. 
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Produce stand, farmers 
market (See section 34-288 
for special requirements)  

 A bonafide farmer’s market shall consist of a minimum of five (5) occupied individual 
stands each of a minimum size of ten (10) feet by ten (10) feet.  Any portable recurrent 
establishment for the retail sale of locally grown fresh produce, fruits, and vegetables 
and food products derived from such produce, fruit and vegetables.  In addition to the 
aforementioned uses, plants, organic products, jewelry, small gardening implements and 
supplies, and small food items may also be sold, so long as the main use is the sale of 
fresh produce, fruits and vegetables and products derived from such produce, fruits and 
vegetables.   In the discretion of the Administrative Official, food trucks may be 
permitted in limited numbers, depending upon the size of the farmer’s market.    

 




