Resolution No. 2014-29-2007
RESOLUTION NO. 2014-29-2007

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MIAMI GARDENS, FLORIDA ADOPTING THE 2014 STATE
LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM FOR THE CITY OF MIAMI GARDENS
ATTACHED HERETO AS EXHIBIT “A”;, PROVIDING FOR THE
ADOPTION OF REPRESENTATIONS; PROVIDING
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK; PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Regular Session of the Florida Legislature will convene on

Tuesday, March 4, 2014, and

WHEREAS, in preparation for the upcoming session, it is necessary for the City
to establish a legislative program, and

WHERAS, the City Council has retained Yolanda Cash Jackson of the Becker &
Poliakoff law firm as the City’s lobbyist, and

WHEREAS, the propoéed I‘egislative program outlines the City’s priorities and will
be used to assist our lobbyist in advocating on behalf of the City during the 2014
session, |

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF MIAMI GARDENS, FLORIDA AS FOLLOWS:

Section1: ADOPTION OF REPRESENTATIONS: The foregoing Whereas
paragraphs are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true, and the same are hereby
made a specific part of this Resolution.

Section2: AUTHORIZATION: The City Council of the City of Miami Gardens
hereby adopts the 2014 State Legislative Program for the City of Miami Gardens

attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.
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Resolution No. 2014-29-2007
Section 3: INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CLERK: The City Clerk is hereby directed

to send a certified copy of this Resolution to Governor Rick Scott, the President of the
Senate and the Chairperson of the Florida House and to the City’s Lobbyist.

Section4: EFFECTIVE DATE: This Resolution shall take effect immediately
upon its final passage.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIAMI

GARDENS AT ITS REGULAR MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 3, 2014.

MAYOR OLIVER GILBERT, Ill

ATTEST:

e Tl

RONETTA AYLO;,/MMC, CITY CLERK

PREPARED BY: SONJA KNIGHTON DICKENS, ESQ., CITY ATTORNEY
SPONSORED BY: MAYOR OLIVER GILBERT, lil

Moved by:  Councilman Williams
Second by: Vice Mayor Davis

VOTE: 7-0

Mayor Oliver Gilbert, llI X _(Yes) __ {No)
Vice Mayor Lisa Davis X _ (Yes) _____(No)
Councilwoman Lillie Q. Odom X__(Yes) ____(No)
Councilman David Williams Jr X _(Yes) __ {No)
Councilwoman Felicia Robinson X _ (Yes) ___{No)
Councilman Rodney Harris X _(Yes) _____{No)
Councilman Erhabor Ighodaro, Ph.D. X _(Yes) __ (No)
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A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIAMI
GARDENS, FLORIDA ADOPTING THE 2014 STATE LEGISLATIVE
PROGRAM FOR THE CITY OF MIAMI GARDENS ATTACHED HERETO
AS EXHIBIT “A” PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION OF
REPRESENTATIONS; PROVIDING INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CITY
CLERK; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Staff Summary:

With the 2014 Florida Legislative Session approaching staff prepared a legislative program for City
Council approval. The proposed State Legislative Program documents the City of Miami Gardens’
priorities in 2014 and will be used to assist our lobbyists in advocating for the City during the current
session. If additional items that may be of interest to the City develop during this session, our lobbyists
will advise City staff accordingly.

ITEM K-9) CONSENT AGENDA
RESOLUTION
2014 State Legislative Program
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Proposed Action:

That the City Council approve the attached resolution adopting the 2014 City of Miami Gardens’ State
Legislative Program.

Attachment:

Attachment A — Proposed 2014 Legislative Program




2014 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

Water Quality and Quantity

An extraordinarily rainy season has highlighted numerous water quality and quantity issues throughout
the State of Florida and in the City of Miami Gardens. Therefore, the City of Miami Gardens is seeking
funds to address the water quality and quantity issues present in the City.

Specifically, the City of Miami Gardens would like to seek funding to:

1) Reduce the environmental and public health threats posed by polluted stormwater and to
comply with the Clean Water Act; cities nationwide are making significant investments to reduce
stormwater runoff.

2) Construct a storm water drainage system that will minimize flooding and enhance the quality of
surface water runoff by reducing contaminates.

3) Implement best management practices to provide stormwater retention and treatment in the
watershed that will result in reduced volumes and enhanced quality of discharges to surface
waters (C-9 to Biscayne Bay).

4) Assist in an area of Critical State Concern in addressing water quality requirements.

Cultural and Historical Projects

The City supports increased funding for cultural and historical projects and preservation. The City
intends to apply for additional funding for cultural and historical projects in the City, if such funding
becomes available.

Surveillance Cameras and License Plate Readers

The City of Miami Gardens intends to pursue funding to install surveillance cameras and license plate
readers throughout the City.

Uniform Chart of Accounts

The City of Miami Gardens opposes legislation that would require governmental entities to use a
uniform chart of accounts to report financial information.

Communications Services and Local Business Tax Protection

Since the Communications Services Tax (CST) is one of the main sources of general revenue for
municipalities, the City of Miami Gardens supports legislation that protects general revenues collected
from the communications services tax (CST) and the local business tax.
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Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA)

Under Florida law, local governments are able to designate areas as Community Redevelopment Areas
when certain conditions exist. The City of Miami Gardens would like to monitor activity that may alter
the current state statutes that speak to CRA’s and their creation or regulation.

Municipal Pension Reform

As a result of the legislature’s amendment of chapters 175 and 185 of the Florida Statutes, additional
insurance premium tax revenues over a base amount must be used to provide only “extra” pension
benefits to police officers and firefighters. These mandated benefit levels are unsustainable and will
produce a significant hardship to the City.

Therefore, the City of Miami Gardens supports legislation that provides municipalities with flexibility in
the use of insurance premium taxes and protects a municipalities’” home rule powers to set and fund
municipal employee benefit levels.

Water Surcharge

Florida Statutes currently allow municipalities that operate water and sewer outside of municipal
boundaries to levy greater surcharges against consumers that reside outside of their municipal
boundaries.

The City supports legislation that will prohibit a municipality from levying greater surcharges to
consumers outside of their boundaries.

Transportation Funding

A major portion of transportation funding flows to municipalities through the federal and state tax on
gasoline. Due to the increase in popularity of gas efficient vehicles, the revenues from this source have
significantly decreased and are projected to experience further decline. Therefore, the City of Miami
Gardens supports legislation that preserves local control of transportation planning and provides
opportunities for additional revenue options to fund municipal transportation infrastructure projects.

Red Light Cameras

The Red Light Camera Program in the City of Miami Gardens has significantly improved motorist and
pedestrian safety and continues to be a significant source of revenue for the City. Therefore, the City of
Miami Gardens opposes any legislation that seeks to alter the program.

Housing Authority

State legislation limits a local government’s ability to regulate its housing authority. Therefore, the City
of Miami Gardens supports legislation that increases local government control over their respective
housing authorities.
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Enterprise Zone

The City of Miami Gardens supports legislative amendments to the Enterprise Zone program that
provides real incentives to revitalize and rehabilitate distressed areas; encourages businesses to locate
and expand in these areas; stimulates employment and enhances the areas’ general social and
economic well-being; establishes communication between local and state agencies during the
application process; reduces bureaucracy and increases participation in the Enterprise Zone program.

Preference in the Award of State Contracts

SB 612 proposes requiring municipalities to provide preferential consideration to Florida businesses in
awarding competitively bid contracts. The City of Miami Gardens opposes legislation that would create
this type of in-state bidder preference.
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