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Short Title: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIAMI 
GARDENS, FLORIDA,  AMENDING CHAPTER 14, ARTICLE VI OF 
THE CITY’S CODE OF ORDINANCES TO CREATE DIVISION 5, 
SECTION 14-348 “E-CIGARETTE/NICOTINE VAPORIZER SALES AND 
USE;”  PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION OF REPRESENTATIONS; 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN CODE; 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Staff Summary: 
There are well-documented health dangers posed by tobacco and nicotine, which are not limited 
to cigarettes or other traditional forms of smoking.  Councilman David Williams previously 
sponsored a resolution that urged tobacco retailers to stop the sale and marketing of flavored 
tobacco products in Miami Dade County.  There are new, unregulated high-tech smoking 
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devices, often containing a combination of pure nicotine, which is commonly referred to as 
electronic cigarettes or e-cigarettes, that have recently been made available to consumers. 
These products are highly unregulated and oftentimes target the youth.   
 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration and many public health advocates have publicly 
expressed concerns regarding the safety of e-cigarettes, warning that they are often marketed in 
such a way as to attract minors, and may serve as a gateway to traditional cigarette use.   
 
In addition, these devices typically look similar to traditional cigarettes and other tobacco 
products. When they are consumed in public places where traditional tobacco products are 
currently banned under Florida law, it can cause confusion. 
 
Councilman David Williams Jr. proposes that the City Council ban the sale of E-cigarettes and 
nicotine vaporizers to minors and that the City regulate the locations where these devices can 
be used so that they are also banned wherever traditional tobacco products are banned in 
accordance with State law. .  

Proposed Action: 
 
That the City Council adopts the proposed Ordinance 
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